BS6 - "Into the Promised Land" Joshua 

Tota Scriptura: All of Scripture for All of Life

Total Devotion '11 - '12
Please listen to the message for greater detail on the themes and issues in this study: www.td.mbcla.org. 
So Close, Yet So Far

So far this year, we've been tracing the story of God in human history, stopping at key storylines, issues, and themes along the way, starting right at creation itself.  We started with the very first thing the Bible wants to say to us: a good God made a good world, and made good people to do good things.  We looked at the veracity of Scripture and how it shapes our view of work, human beings, and the future.  We then began unpacking the unraveling of humanity and the long-term, spiraling, compounding impact of our sin on our relationship with God and with society.  We then explored the seminal figure in God's plan of restoration for the world - Abraham - and how Abraham would be the start of reversal of the curse of sin by beginning through him, the restoration of relationship with God, between humans, and with the physical earth. Strictly by divine edict and sovereign choice, not because of any righteousness in Abraham, God would make Abraham a great nation, and through his lineage, provide salvation and restoration to the rest of the world.   

In escaping the clutches of Egypt in what may be the most dramatic rescue in the history of the world, God then began establishing the infrastructure of the world's newest nation via an unlikely leader, who would become the nation's GLE (greatest leader ever (), Moses.  Through Moses, we observed how God tried to establish a theocracy (where God Himself would be king), and set forth the civil, criminal, and moral laws that would govern this new conduit nation of God's will and grace called Israel.  Some of these laws seem problematic to us today, and has been used as fodder by those antagonistic to Christians.  We worked through the fair and right context of those laws by considering the premise and shape of the them, while discovering God's rich mercy built right into the laws.

Now, after forty years of deliberate, God-sanctioned wandering in the desert, after most of Israel's original cast had passed on, God has the new Israel on the move and is ready to give them the Promised Land.  Yet, it will come with extreme faith, courage, and commitment; it will come at extreme cost, and it will come … without Moses, their historic leader.
1. Read Deuteronomy 34:1-5.  Describe what kinds of thoughts and emotions you think Moses may have been thinking and feeling in verses 1 - 4? 

2. After all that Moses did for God and for Israel, and with all the trial and frustration God allowed Moses to go through, with the Promised Land as the "big carrot," He prohibited Moses from entering.  
a. Read Exodus 17:1-7 and notate what happened.

b. Read Numbers 20:8-13, 23-24.  What are your thoughts about the way the Lord dealt with Moses and Aaron, His chosen leaders?  Was it too severe?  Does Exodus 17:7 factor into your thoughts at all?
Does the Ends Justify the Means?
God promised Abraham and his descendants that they would one day inhabit the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  We have now crescendoed  and reached that summit moment in our series where we finally get to enter that coveted Promised Land with Israel.  And just when you're ready to celebrate with them, the details of their entrance hit you like a ton of bricks.
3. I know this is going to be long, but please read through the following passages that chronicle Israel's conquest of Canaan, making note of key verses and thoughts along the way:
a. Joshua 1 - 6 - Entry into Canaan and the Conquest of Jericho
b. Joshua 8:18-29 - The Conquest of Ai
c. Joshua 10:16-28 - Victory at Makkedah
d. Joshua 10:29-43 - Conquest of Southern Palestine

e. Joshua 11 - Northern Palestine Taken

4. What thoughts, feelings, questions, issues arise that must be wrestled with after reading these accounts?  
5. Famed Oxford atheist, Richard Dawkins, thinks that Yahweh, the God of the Old Testament is truly a moral monster.  "What makes my jaw drop is that people today should base their lives on such an appalling role model as Yahweh - and even worse, that they should bossily try to force the same evil monster (whether fact or fiction) on the rest of us."  How would you respond to these charges and others like it?

God's Instruments of Justice


In the message, Arthur spent time addressing the charge of ethnic cleansing, as well as God's rationale for Israel taking the land in the way that they did.  It's not pretty, nor comfortable, but it is reasonable, logical, and above all, fair, through the lens of God's explanation.  In preparing Israel for what He was going to have them do, as His instruments of vertical justice, God gave Israel His rationale for why He was going to do it this way, as well was reasons He wasn't doing it.
6. Read Deuteronomy 9:4-6 carefully for God's explanation.  
a. What exactly are the reasons God gave for the way He dealt with the Canaanites?  
b. Why would this not be considered genocide, as is claimed by some Christian antagonists?

c. What is the difference between this and what some militant Muslims or even some professing "Christians" are doing when they kill what they believe to be evil and sinful people in the name of the Lord?
7. When we read about God carrying out His judgment in the OT, we see how seriously God takes sin. The reality is that we are the ones who don't take evil seriously enough. How do these OT passages help you understand and appreciate the Gospel more fully?
8. The people had to be reminded over and over that it's not because of their righteousness that God is making them successful in driving out the people.  
a. Does that sound strangely like your own life? Who do you honestly attribute your "successes" to? How can we fight the common temptation to think highly of ourselves and exalt Him and acknowledge His purposes instead?
b. In reality, we are just as stubborn and disobedient as Israel. How often do we get the sort of reminders Israel got? Do you think these reminders are important for our lives? How would you respond if someone gave you similar reminders?

It Works Both Ways
9. We see in Scripture that God doesn't play favorites.  God ultimately judges Israel as harshly as He does the Canaanites.  See Habakkuk 1:12-13.  
a. Why is this a valuable thing to know?  How does this speak to the charges of genocide and ethnic cleansing?
b. Even if someone could accept the concept of a righteous God judging a wicked nation, he still might object to God using other wicked men to carry out his justice. But with respect to judging Israel, God takes it even a step further!  He uses a more wicked nation than Israel to bring judgment on Israel.  What does that tell you about what God values and how God works?
Coram Deo - The Real Holy War

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6 that as Christians, we are involved in the fiercest and holiest of wars: the war against sin - not sin somewhere out there, committed by others, but sin within our own lives.  Read Ephesians 6:10-20. 
10. Have you ever considered yourself engaged in a holy war with sin? What does that look like? How can we prepare ourselves everyday to fight sin daily?  What should we do when the struggle seems too intense?

11. Puritan JC Ryle once remarked that sin demands to have a man alone.  He's right.  And when it comes to fighting sin, Satan wants you to fight it alone too, convincing you that you need to figure things out for yourself, come to your own conclusions, and combat it alone.  And like he often is, he's right … to a point; but then he twists it just enough to dupe us into thinking we're actually being sincere and godly about things, when in actuality, we're being self-absorbed and prideful.  We are actually called to combat sin in community with those close to us in the Lord, just as we are to grow in holiness in close community as well.

a. What does James 5:16 instruct us to do with our sin?  Do you have close Christian friends that you can do this with?
b. We are not only to have sideways community with our peers, but upward community with those who can lead us. Read 1Thessalonians 2 and jot down observations, particularly to the quality of Paul's relationship with his mentees.  Is there someone in your life like Paul?  Are you like Paul to anyone?
c. How seriously are you fighting the sin in your life? Are you treating sin as an enemy at war, that needs to be fought to its death?  What are specific areas of sin in your life that need to be killed?  How is the battle going so far?  Give your fellow comrades a report of what's going on in the battlefield of your mind and heart.

